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March 29,2016 

Federal Election Commission 
Office of Complaints Examination & Legal Administration 
Attn: Mr. Jeff S. Jordan 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20436 

Re: MUR 7019 (America Leads) 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

America Leads (AL) and Timothy A. Koch, in his official capacity as treasurer, through' 
counsel, hereby respond to the complaint received in this matter. 

You stated in your letter to the above-named respondents that the complaint indicates 
that AL and its treasurer may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act, as 
amended. Without discussing the merits of the complaint against the contributor^, it is 
clear that the complaint did not allege facts to even imply that AL violated the FECA. 
Rather, the complaint claimed that D6cor Services, LLC made a contribution in the 
name of another "without disclosing the source of money to America Leads at the time 
the contribution was made". Complaint, ^ 11. 

AL received and deposited the contribution from D6cor Services, LLC on January 28, 
2016, and disclosed the contribution promptly on its next regularly-filed FEC report. 
The complaint does not allege that AL and its treasurer knew the source of the reported 
contribution to be other than D6cor Services, LLC. SeeM C.F.R. § 110.4(b)(l)(iv)("No 
person shall~[kJnowingly accept a contribution made by one person in the name of . 
another."). 

• Nonetheless, the FEC 19 apparently deadlocked on the issue of creating arid using shell companies to 
hide the true source of contributions. See Jonathan Swan, Deadlocked FEC allows donors to hide behind shell 
companies, THE HiLL (March 7, 2016) (containing Tweeted picture of letter from FEC to complainants, 
dismissing the matter because the Commission was equally divided). Available at 
htti-i://thchill.com/bloe.s/ballot-box/fundi-aisiiut/272135Tdeadlockp.cl-fec-allows-clonors-to-hide-behind-
shell-coin banies. 
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In addition, a Commission regulation requires committees to report contributions made 
by a "person"2 via written instrument, absent contrary evidence, according to the 
written instruments received: 

Absent evidence to the contrary, any contribution made by check, money 
order, or written instrument shall be reported as a contribution by the last 
person signing the instrument prior to delivery to the candidate or 
committee. [11 C.F.R. § 104.8(c).] 

1 The complaint also does not suggest that AL reported the D6cor Services, LLC 
g contribution contrary to this regulation. Consequently, given the complete absence of 

10 factual or legal allegations against AL and its treasurer, the Commission should find 
^ that there is no reason to believe that they violated the FECA. 

Sincerely, 

Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP 

Glenn M. Willard 

^ The reference to "person" signing the instrument necessarily anticipates a "committee", "corporation", 
and "any other organization, or group of persons". 11 C.F.R. § 100.10 (definition of "person"); see also 52 
U.S.C. § 30101(11). 
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